
 Page 1 
This newsletter is produced by Malcolm Baxter with the blessing of Martin and Amy Lamb. 

 

 

 

 
 

Shepherd’s Arms 
Newsletter 

  September 2014 

 
 

   
WWW.SHEPHERDSARMS.ORG.NZ   

 

 

 

Another month has flown by with us 
saying goodbye to one of our house 
parents,  Grace.  She had faithfully been 
with us for a number of years and will be 
sadly missed as she ventures back to 
Mindanao to help her family in need.  
Replacing her is  Vicky who has had 
years of experience raising her own 
seven children.  After working amongst 
the poor for more than twenty years I 
have come to the conclusion that 
changing one life at a time is the only 
effective way to break the cycle of  

 
 
 
poverty.  We have learnt a lot over the 
years about what helps change lives and 
in the beginnings of SAF enthusiasm to 
help those in need was put before 
strategy. For example mass feeding 
programmes.  The obvious problem with 
this approach was it only helped a 
person for that day and tomorrow the 
problem still existed.  I personally 
believe poverty is a learnt lifestyle that 
becomes difficult to break without a 
determined vision to change and a 
strong commitment from a supporting 
person.  People can and do change when 
hope is given.  Just as we give gifts, hope 
is one  of the greatest gifts mankind can 
give as it starts the opportunity for life- 
long change.  Hopelessness is what traps 
an individual from experiencing 
possibilities for change. The paradox is 
this that it not only applies to the poor 
but also the rich.  The great proverb 
writer Solomon said it like this: ‘Hope 
delayed will make the heart sick”, 
meaning the loss of hope takes away the 

desire to achieve one’s potential, a 
mental lethargy sets in.  As I watch from 
my window small children begging on 
the streets below and the parents sitting 
on the sidewalk waiting for a car to stop 
and throw a coin I can't help but think of 
the opportunities they are missing out 
on - not getting an education , etc, and 
the list goes on.  The future is extremely 
bleak for these children who are not 
given the support they need in life and 
the potential to become a problem to 
society is birthed.  The comment was 
made to me on various occasions, "Was 
it worth giving your life to help just a few 
when after all it's only a drop in the 
bucket those we are able to reach”. The 
answer is so simple, “Yes” a million 
times over because it's one life who is 
useful to our society opposed to one 
who will be problematic to our society 
and the world we live in. SAF is 
committed to bringing hope one life at a 
time. Together we can make our world a 
better place as all around us are people 
who have lost hope and the desire to 
reach their potential.  When Mary (not 
her real name) came to Shepherds Arms 
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Children's  Home she had lost hope of 
ever having a good life. She lost her eye 
after a family member poked it out with 
a stick in a drunken rage leaving her 
traumatised and afraid for her future.  
Today she is a happy child with a 
purpose and has a goal to be a Doctor so 
she can help people "like the Dr helped 
her".  Look at my new eye she so proudly 
tells people with a smile that reflects her 
new found hope.  Even though Mary 
cannot see through that eye now she 
has found the hope she deserved.  Yes 
my dear friends you are making a 
difference to so many lives and we at 
SAF salute you.  Thank you for helping a 
generation of needy people.  
 
Martin 
 

Your financial support makes 
such a difference.  Thank you for 
your faithful and committed 
giving.   Again, this month the 
challenge is to provide ongoing 
support so that others like Lisa 
can discover God’s promise of a 
future and a hope – Jeremiah 
29:11 

Your support is vital to us. 

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts : 

Shepherd’s Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321  

or in NZ – Shepherd’s Arms Foundation- 
12 3223 0035597 00  
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It was a great privilege for the staff and 
children to have  free eye check-ups and  
glasses supplied.  Thank you very much  
sponsors. 

 

Good day! 

“Opportunity knocks only  once, grab it 
before it is gone”.  This quotation best 
describes  children like us.  To our sponsors, 
friends and family members of Shepherd’s 
Arms Foundation of the Philippines - a 
warmth thank you from the depth of my 
heart. 

By the way, I am Jane Cristine Jamela, 16 
years of age and dreaming to be a social 
worker someday.  I was just a person who 
didn’t expect that great opportunity would 
knock on my door. I didn’t know that 
Shepherd’s Arms Foundation would be the 
path to constructing and shaping me to 
become a better person. I have lots of 
dreams and ambitions in life. I am so amazed 
that God put me in this Foundation as my 
bridge to success. I have progressed from an 
innocent child to becoming well-motivated, 
trained and disciplined in this institution as 
an educated youth. I didn’t expect that I 
would became who I am today. Though I’m 
not yet really successful, I can say that I am 
succeeding as a young woman. This 
institution opened the door for my chances 
to finish my studies and reach my goal. Even 
though I stayed here for 4 years guess what? 
Big changes in my life have take place. I am 
determined to face every challenge to reach 
my goal In all things, I really give thanks to 
God who is always good to me all the time. 

There are no better riches and treasures to 
have than to finish our studies, but most of 
all, to trust God’s plan for our lives. 

 

 

The College students competed in indoor 
games during their Intramurals.   

Demetrio got 3
nd

 place in table tennis, Febee 
2

nd
 place in scrabble and Irish 2

nd
 place in 

table tennis. 

 

 

Our gardens keep developing.  These 
pictures show the netting over the ground 
gardens to protect plants from the birds. iWe 
are now ready to plant other kind of 
vegetables here. Thank you very much 
sponsors. 



  
 

 Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	News from Martin & Amy

